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pea ee "HISTORY OF "FREDERICK ALDEKKER" 1715 


7 wee ‘Frederick Aiderfer" the founder of the family in the United States was ait . 
Mee LM the’ "Palatinate" in Germany, on the 18th day of May, 1715. He was christened a 
". to the Lutheran faith. 4e arrived in Philadelphia, Pa. on the saip "Samuel", Ae i 
gust 11, 1732, when only seventeen years old. A personal friend by the nane of ©» 
/ "Klemmer" who owned a mili had made arrangements for his }assage with the undone 5 
standing that he would work two years to repay him. Se he went at once to lower | 
Salford Tovhship, eo a, Co., Pa. where he worked for nearly two years Be~ Ge 
_ fore the time expired ix. Slenmer died leaving the widow with two small children : 
Later he married the widow and they had several chiidran (I think five). He 
operated the mill and from that time on it became knovm as the "Alderfer Mill", — 
This will has remained in the Alderfer family until this day. For many years it — 
was the life stream of eupply for thet district, having besn rebuilt into a large ~ 
_ six story stone structure, Jt was the pleasure of the writer to visit this mill 

_ in 1928 as well as the Boden Fe Sade ie of the Alderfers and the Bornemans. 


- a 


The third child of this. union rae BES cnn, whose third child, Frederick, 
was the fathen, of Frederick Alderfer of whom we are descendants. Thid Frederick 
Alderfer was born on a farm in Montgomery county, Pa. , June 28th, 1810. The 
family being of desp Christian devotion attended the local church which was of 

_ the NMennonite Faith", He not only becans inter ested 4 im farming and providing 
bread for the body but also in the. asep spiritual things which provided bread 
we “for. bhe: soul of. aan, mich: antes led him into the, peat of the faith, | 


: vib i dihat ue aha uae Ba a et # 

mS y ed he was 21 years” ‘eel he married Mary Fry, a DN eh tosth of Christian 
Borneman. ‘of limerick Townehip, Montgomery Co., Pa. who was a son of Frederick 

> Borneman, who was born in Switzerland of an officer of the Swiss Army in 1699 ~ 

* and came to America ia 1721. Mary Fry being bora there on duly 28th, 1610. 


After this union they soon moved to Columbia Co., Pa., where some of their 
children were born, They were the parents of: five dauzhters and two sons. The 
girle*all grew un and Pe eo fant 14 es but both song died when babies. 


Four of the girls were boeR dn: ‘Columbia Co., ipa They were: 
Fannie (Kintner) 183 
i . Eligabeth (Kintner) April 2lst, 1834 
. Mary (Hiestant) August 24th, 1836 
Anna . (Traxler) August 18bh, 1637 
a ~ Soon aftey rie left by om team moving to Ohio by covered wagon a and sot= 


Arak teled in Bloom Township, Seneda Go., Yhio (about 15 miles from here, Tiffin) 
© in-the fall of 1836. | 


John was born April 14th, 1839 and died “arch 5th, 1841, and was burled in 
the old hiennonite cemetary just up ths read_a little pisce from their hime. 


tess he | ASL Bemjamin was born and died shertiy after and was buried 
| beside hie little beother of a few months before. 


Magdalena (Bohm) (Ardner) was born April 26th, 1¢//, on the farm mearby 


‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ a 
which they head purchased on May tn, 16,0, whidk consisted of 160 scres, .J6@ were 
was situated 24 miles southeast of the little town of Uloonvilie in choom “ig LS ae 


township and cost than ul S00, At that time it was known as the District. of 
Basyrys. jie was bought from Henry Troxel and wife whe had bought it from 
his bpother in 1836 for $200, vaest had purchased it from the government: on 
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"to the County just 14 years after its organization. 


He became one of the ministers of the church, this church having burned and — 
never rebuilt. The families joined the Church of the Brethern, then known as the 
"Dunkirks" who had a thriving congregation just north of the town of Bloomville, 


‘eaeee He became an elder, rather a district preacher. The churches being few and far 


between he would go on.horseback many miles to preach thus became an old circuit 
rider of those days, le was considered a man of wealth those days as he was the 
owner of two ox teams besides his riding horse. 


A story has been handed down as follows: " His poor catholic neighbors 
wished to build a church of logs and had no ox teams to draw them, so came to him 
and asked if they could hire his ox team to draw their logs from the woods near- 
by. He said, "No, but 1 will take my team and draw them for you without cost". 

This he did. A year later during harvest he was called 50 miles to preach the 

funeral of a child, and by doing so he knew he would lose his crops, as they needed 
harvesting at once, Lot, at the sacrifice he went as it was his duty to his Christ 
'>. and God as well as man. "Ythen he returned, expecting to find his crops ruined, as 

it required no less than a three day Journey, he found to his surprise that his 

harvest was all takencare of while he was gone, His catholic neighbors had heard 

of nis mission so came and took care of his crops” as an appreciation of what 

he had done for them the year before," 


On June 2nd, 1847 he disposed of 40 acres of this land te Christian Brand 
for $500 and on Aug. 17, 1849 he sold 40 acres to his sonOin-law, J. G. Kintner’ 
for $400. . 


oa On April 10th, 1851 the darkest cloud of his life carie over his home when 

. his beloved wife, Mary (Fry), passed away in death. having small children, he 
needed help so he remarried some time after a “argaret Johnson, who wus not the 
kind of help mate needed. 


About two years later, he went with his wife to visit her daughter in Craw- 
ford Co. some miles south of their home. This daughter had boasted that sne would 
fix him, thinking this terrible thought. He thought that all malice had ended 
and remained for a visit with his wife's daughter. Une day he tasted aomething 
in his coffee and he put. it down without drinking it all. As he put it down, 
he said, "Iam poisoned." She grabbed the cup and threw it out the door and 
later that night he became ill and died two weeks later on “uly 7th, 1853. His 
‘body was buried side of his true wife and two little sons in the little grave- 

'#) -yard«southeast. offBloomville, Ohio. This hallowed spot has been visited by us: 

and 4 the tombstones are park ees Bey: Hite was baie @ young man ot pny, 43 years. 
; be NR ek MOU AS 52 pu 
. goa fended ‘een lite ‘of. one ‘who’ ‘instilled fnto: tiie: veins of these 

families, none of which carry his name, but who shquld and do respect himfas 
"3, their father, \ithout a question this act was caused because of his outwardness 
oes _ against;sin which has: caused. the death of many who stood firm, a she’ faith of 
saa an who sbaveghis, jite on the cross for us., ih ee 

at af 
_ Ne have not tne’ families of the older four daventers | Santer but = will 
give you. what. 1. have, pfounds, sili icl iain tal ; 
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Fannie married George Kintner, and pier, had twelve children: two dying in 
infancy. da Rey gi as i # a ane 


Elizabeth marbied a brother of George whose name was Andrew Kintner. To 
this union ‘seventeen children were born. Unly seven grew to maturity. Sarah, 
the oldest, died at the age of 23 years and was never married, Two daughters and 
four sons married. In 192) Elizabeth had 34 grandchildren (31 living) and 51 
great grandchildren (49 living). 
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married Martin Hiestant and moved to Upper Sandusky, Chio and _ % 
Ind., where she died April 14, 1915 and was brought back > 


e Union Cemetary about 5 miles south of Sycamore, Unio, — 
fer from Upper Sandusky, Ohio. 


Tegal oh. aes 0 
_. To this union six children were born. Last known addresses were: 
Me i , Delileh Spencer, R.F.D.1, Dunkirk, Ind, % 
+). 9 Isatak Hiestant(I think it should be Issac) Red Rey, Ind. 
! ... fave children (i girl and 4 boys-1 boy died in 1924) 
, fophia McClellen, Mexico, Ohio, between Tiffin and Upper San-_ 
dusky, Ohio died 1890, leaving ondgdaughter. m 
Amanda Ridgeway, died at Red ney, Ind, in 1894 , leaving one 
son, Russel, who has one child, | 
Sarah Miller, Bucyrus, Ohio died recently leaving three chil-— 
dren ( no grandchildren), | 
Johan Fickel, 2 children, ono living near Carey, Onio. 


In 1924, the known descendants were 6 children, 12 grand-children, and one great 
>. grand child, ) 2 ae a 


4.3% 


- Anna married David Traxler and had 10 children, 


_ This is all the information I have, 


and if you can send me her coniplete 
family I will appreciate it very much, 


. Magdalena married John Behm in Jan, 1862, to this union six children were 
born. “nly one now survives. Soon after their marriage they moved to Inwood, 
Ind. where they remained until after the third child was born, returning to 
Seneca County in the winter of 1869. These children are: 
| David~--born Feb. 29th, 1863, was killed July 1st, 1875 while 
working with his father in the woods at the age of 12 yrs., 
; 9 mos. and 1 da., south of Bloomville, Ohio 
Anna---Born at Inwood, 4nd. in 1865, died in 1666 
Mary Mariah--~(my mother) still living, born in Inwood, Ind. Vet. 3rd, 
1868. She was raised near Bloomville, Seneca to., Ohio until 
14 yrs. old. The she came to a farm near Tiffin where she started 
working out after moving. She married horris Robert Groman, for= 
mally of Lehigh Co., Pa, eb. 2nd, 1888 by the late Dr. Rust of © 
Second Reformed Church of which they both became members. Ten 
children were born to this union, 6 boys and 4 girls, Four boys 
and one girl are still living, 


My mother spent her life at Tiffin, VYhio where she still lives and all her 
children were born there and becare menbers of the Second Reformed Church where 
three of the sons have held offices in the consistory of the church, The other 
- s0n is a rember of his home church in Fostoria as a trustee. 


Her husband, Morris Robert Groman passed away the morning after Mothers! Day 
May 9th, 1932 at the age of almost 72 years. 


» 1889. After leaving school he started 
but after six days of illness with appendicitus 


Martin Harrison Norris, born April 23rd, 1891, harried kiss Ruth Show- 
er Nov. 10th, 1914, who died 13 mo, later on wov, 30, 1915. No children, 


‘dss Lottie “berlin of Belleville, 
four children: Helen~21, Theodocia-18, Martin, §r.-17, and 


born Yune 8th, 1893.. He went 
41 with Martin on Jan, 23rd, 1912 
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i rend on Larch lst, 1918 the partnership was dissolved on a friendly basis 
* because of financial losses. “EK married udith Marsteller “une 20th, 1916, 
ea girl from this city. THere are four children., one boy and three girls, 
‘They are Theodore Robert-23, teaching public school nusic and church choir 
Peston at +isbon, Columbiana Co., Vhio; #dith Floreine-19, helping me at the. 
estore; Mary Ellen-18, attending “eidelberg College here in Tiffin; Dorothy 
am " Sean-15, now in the tenth grade in Tiffin, where they all graduated from ~ 
“high school. All are in the chair at. the church, JI have been an officer 
in the church since 1914... 
ys Twin boys-—-Albert Franklin ie isve Yohn, born Christmad Day,1895, 
_ They have been in the coal business for years as the Groman Bros. 
Albert married Anna Viehl of Sanduskys Ohio gune 26th, 1928. She died ~ 
“Nov. 5th, 1930 and they had no children. He them married Dorothy Hollipeter — 


eon. Sept. , 1934. They have had three children; Paul Kdwin-5, Rachel Ann- 


‘born June 5th, Cee and, died April and, (1939; and David Franklin born Feb. | 
ale rapa rae: 
* te Oliver: Yohn,” eee othem tii Rn sed’ Esther Gromann(no ° eretony ith 
“> November, 1926. ‘o this ugion threeichildren:were born, dargaret-13, 
ie Morris-B];and Allen-8.. The mother died when Allenwas 8 weeks old. One 
and a half years later’ ‘on Sept.) 14th, Vliver passed away from a ruptured 
| appendix anda lonesome broken heart, as they were very devoted to each 
Pe ctter ss ‘Her mother is raising the two older and our Sister, who will be 
~memtioned later, is raising tne youngest boy, Allen Vliver. 
ig, Mollie. Marie-——Born soly. 20th, 1899 and died 1, mos. later on Sept. 22nd. 
1900... | 
Maude Theres ee Barn Sent” 28th, 1900." “She married Geriton Shelt on Feb. 
25th, 1919. They had 2 children, 1 boy who died at birth and Marjorie 
Jane born Nov, 10th, 1924. The mother died 8 weeks later on Jan. 8th, 1925. 
The father died nine years later in Uct. 1933. wy mother is raising the 
girl who is now 16 years old... ° | 
Phoebe Dorothy--— Born Yune 6th, 1902, died at & weeks. 
_.. Fearl Fhoreine---Born Aug. 16th, 1903. She married Raymond Schubert - 
on November 1st, 1925. They have no children but they are ra&sing Oliver’ 8 
_ youngest boy. 
4» Charles William Predenickowthe baby of the family was born Jan. te 
' 1908, He graduated from ateh school and married Winnie Gordon of Fostoria, 
-* Ohio and thg are. living in ‘iffin and he is a kiln fireman in the pottery 
here,.. They have two fine boys, Harry-7 and 3illy-4. 
_ These are the rest of my mother's family-----— 
The family of Magdelena and John Behm are as follows: (this continues from pg. 3) 
) Elijah—~born 1874, died suddenly in April 1875. 

. Eli--- Born March 1877 and scalded to death in December 1879 at the age 
2 yrs, and*9 mo. 

John Behn, Jr. --- sixth child was born Sept. 13th, 1869. He married 
Lizzie flebster and purchaseda farm in Reed Township, Seneca Co. fle died 
“there on July 2nd, 1910 and was buried at the Baker Cemetary several miles 
from Tiffin. He had three children but: only one lived. Howard, born Sept. 

i. 191 and died Dec. 23, 1902., and twin boys, Merl and karl. Earl died . 
oe mos. , but Merl is married and living at Dayton, Ohio. 


© ota because: of the tragic deaths of the three sons Elijah, Yavid, oud Eli, a 
feeling arose which was never healed and hiagdelena and John were divorced. He, 


going to Lopaz, Indiana spent the rest of his life there. She cazeto Tiffin 


and answered an advertisement for a housekeeper of a man who had lost his wife’ 


 Ruehle,. four miles north of 


in death. After some time they were married and two daugnters were born to 
this union, , The man's name was Theobald Ardner. 


 Magdelena passed ava ay April 25th, 1918 at the home of her daughter, Theresa 
iffin and her funeral was conducted in the Second 


- Reformed Church by the pastor (Rev. D. 2, Raiser). Burial was beside her second 
2 husband,’ Theobald Ardner in the family lot in Green lawn Cemetary here at Tiffin, — 


: poniog B. 


She vos, buried on her 7th birthday. 
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pe rom her second marriage to Theobald Ardner there were two girls: 
es Theresa was born Feb. 16th, 1885 and is married to Ralph Kuehle,. 
They live in Tiffin and had three girls. Aleta~24 is.a nurse in 
Mt. Sinai Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio: Jrene-21 is a teacher in the 
centralized schools of Clinton Township, Seneca Co, Ruth wary-15 is 
in the 10th grade in high school here. 
Pheobe was born April 7th, 1889 and married Elliot Harpine. She oe 
-. died at Cascade, lkiontana in Sctober1930 leaving 11 children. Four 

' children preceded her in death and the other seven are still living. 
-. They are Ray, Holly, Pauline, Teddy, Homer, “arry, and Marie. 


: Magdelena lived to see her first Grea crore asc laus my son, who 
was born that March 8th and on Easter Sunday April 14th, we took him out> 

~ so she could see him. She held him long enough to take a house snap-shot 
of her holding this first great-grandchild, which was a great joy to her. 


Writteh and compiled in the year of our Lord 1941 
Theobald (tebalt) (Ted) Rotsert Groman 
, Great grandson of Rev. Frederick Alderfer 


P : 
A = 
Pari oy 
C 1 
‘ 


at 


, a gees a eS OA | Soir Ee 


» min Noh} ow Jit AL Loxgh yabru’. rede04 oe brie ade pe re 


vefvty ows ovew snedd sectbva bled 
-oifenad dyes of betveem ef bon CBRE 4 
at essin so! AS-stefA seitktiy own | 

eco fac reriose/ 5 et [S-ene yd :o240 .* 
et @ieyvisé déull .0D eeenee ~addadwel 6 
arred Prey AgOL 

en@ enters got lO) belrrom bus (BBL <Ady Gia wiod ean doer 
wot .newbiido £1 noctsine OFC Lrrect soe. net enstno.d eereey da t he 
eantvil {Lives evs oeves ranido ai! bos ddesb ak tod. beBeo: Ld 
eol184 Has .yete” i .tomot whbeT waitosd Paes Aon nf 


iw “Roe “wm. bis OMAR TROL, ject? ser ees” ted hiev. is 


(aig sevon 8 sAn! a? figemme gens mid died eff. om 
J Yor c5se% 6 Sew dotets Dit hired, pani? elils wlbled ene 


CACl frat qo Yo «sey end nishes.benog. ». Res desde: eis 


igtmon) Jreot {bes Gis! platoon? 
<Totwbia x: es bat - ver 10 F ; pon se row” 


oy Chel ae putas | Seal 


Ph ab ga x 


SA Fa 


: a) B4 
afte) SRP 


. BO 2 RN ce 8 Rea 
¢t r% i ae Pe Ea) Ta” Me eee 


c aye 3 | RE Ne 
Jeeses ALDERFER AD DESCENDA.TS ; 
‘The ancdstor of all the Alderfer's families in America so far as is tarp was 
born in tne "Palatinate" in Germany on the 18th of May, 1715 and-was christened 
to the Lutheran faith. 
The time of his arrival in Philadelphia on the ship "Samuel" was August 11, 1732, 
The records also show the arrival af the same ship as August 17, 1733. The pro- 
babilities now are that there were two Frederick Alderfers who came to America, 
The onarriving in 1732 located in Lower Salford Township, kontgomery County, Pa. 
and the one arriving in 1733 located in Lancaster County, Pa. and later going to 
Virginia. Fd 
Frederick Alderfer, the ancestor that we clain, fled to America to avoid the 
military service in Germany, having no money to pay for his passage to America, 
became a redemptioner to Haus Klemmer of Salford Township, Montgomery County, Pa. 
who paid his passage fee. Before he had served out his full time kr, Klemmer 
died, Leaving a young widow and two daughters as wekl as 100 acres of land. In 
1738 Frederick Alderfer married the widow Slemmer. To them were born 4 sons and 
two daughters. 
So well did he succeed in his temporal affairs, that in 1776 we ffind him 
taxed for 490 acres of land and a grist mill.) This mill was since known as Alder- 
fer's mill and, though owned now nya: Groff, who, navriedjan,Alderfer, is still 
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known as Alderfer's mill. 


© Sines chiaaren of of, Frederick Alderfer and ‘Auwa clearest Sagan Alderfer 


Vas follows?) oe eae a | 
/ 4) Jacob: Alderfer was born Jan. 55 1739" 
“= (| Mary Alderfer was born July 14, 1742: 
 4* John’ Alderfer. was born Feb..8, 1745 
7 Abraham Alderfer was born Nov. 4, LIL? 
~“@%) Joseph Alderfer was born Feb. 4, 1751 — 
Susanna Alderfer was born Mar. 10, 1754 


Kccelme and were Alderd ns both died unmarried, Susanna at the age of 5 yrs. 
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eiithan and Joseph both arricd but left vn Peaesnnens but Jogob and John 


poth had families and have many descci:dants. 
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Bort a married ‘Elizabeth’ ‘Kulp. hey had five children: Frederick, 


_ John Alderfer lived at the Alderfer's mill on the Branch Creek near Leder- 
ach, Montgomery” county, Pas. He: recieved the mill from his fxther, Frederick Al- 
derfer and 140 acres of land. Ce ve y Rate 5 

3 John Alderfer waz born leb. 8, 1745 and died Dec. 19, 1820 ah the age of 
25 years, 10 months, and ll days. His wife Elizabeth died August 7, 1823 aged 
bB years: 16 months, and 28 dgys. They are both buried in the Salford Mennonite 
“Cenetary. - ‘Both were members of the Salford Mennonite Church. . 

Frederick Alderfer (John), your great-great grandfather, was first married 
January 4, 1798 to Susan Showalter. They had six children: John, ~st£ill-bornfson, 

“Elizabeth, Magdalena, Joseph, and another son still born. 

| The mother Susan Showalter Alderfer died in confinement Sept. 7, 1807. She 

was born Oct. 24, 1776 and was 30 yrs, 10 mo., and 14 dg. when she died. She is. 
buried in Charlestown, Chester County, Pa. 

Frederick Alderfer married the second time Nov. 5, 1807 to a widow named 
Elizabeth Shot. To this union 3 children were born, They were Barbara, Frederck, 
and Henry? Frederick was your #tr-great grandfuther. 

"Elizabeth Rosenberger Shott Alderfer was born Aug. 17, 1875, but when she 

died and her age is not known. Nor is it known where sh#g is 2uried,but it is 

thought to be in Phoenixville, Chester County, Pa. 

“Frederiok A Alderfer married the third tire Jan. 12, 1823 to Anna Frederick. 

To this inion one child was born, . Isaac. | 

Frederick Alderfer lived about one mile north-east of Evansburg, ont gomery 
County, Pa. where his son eS aves. ee was generally known as Fritz to dis- 
tinguishe him fpom. his. cousin Frederick of Toner Salford who was known as Frederick 
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w sqjastensek Herter has born Nov. g!.5 walls and died Dec. 9, 1854, aged 31 yrs, 
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Montgomery County, Fa. 

: Frederick R. Alderfer married Mary Frey. From this union resulted five 
children. Fannie married J. George Kintner, Sherwood, Ohio; Elizabeth married 
Andrew Kintner; Mary married Martin Heistands Anna married David Trexler, La- 
Place, I11.; Mary sage oe married Behn, Bloomsville, Seneca County, Ohio. 

From here eat I must ‘ask you to furnish me with the family records of Fred- 
erick R, Alderfer, your Peebat grandfather,” ‘and his family or descendants. For 


this, would thank you heartily. 


yet ine the foregoing | t have lett out! ‘Something that you would like to know 


red Abraham, the soné of Jone Riiliderter, 
Pwhotwaa’ a brother of Frederick Aldenter™ your’ ‘great-greut erandfither. My 
father and eter grand mother were second cousins. I am of the 6th generation 
and you" “are of the: 7th generation. ‘ 

Henry Alderfer, you great prandtather' s iurother married Derearet Rosen= 
berger. They had one child wio died in infancy. Henry Alderfer wasfborn 
May 15, 1812 and @ied “uly 5, 1834, aged 22 years, one month and 20 days. 
Henry Alderfer is buried in the Mennonite cemetary in Providence, Liontgomery 


Count, Pa. 


Very sincerely yours, 


H, A. Alderfer 
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